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everyone to enjoy. Nowhere is it more 
critical than in my home State of 
Pennsylvania. 

Over the past 50 years, Pennsylvania 
has received approximately $300 mil-
lion in land and water conservation 
funding for protection in many areas of 
national significance, such as Gettys-
burg National Military Park, the Paoli 
Battlefield, the Brandywine Battle-
field, Valley Forge National Historical 
Park, and John Heinz National Wildlife 
Refuge. 

Not only have we seen the LWCF at 
work on the State level, we have also 
seen its benefits at the local level, in-
cluding the Birdsboro Waters Forest 
Legacy Project, protecting critical 
woodlands at the East Coventry 
Wineberry Estates, expanding Shaw’s 
Bridge Park in East Bradford Town-
ship, and enhancing the Pottstown 
Borough Memorial Park with a new 
dog park, pavilions, restrooms, ball-
fields, and walking trails. 

The outdoor recreation industry, 
Governors, mayors, sportsmen, small- 
business owners, conservation leaders, 
landowners, ranchers, farmers, and 
millions of Americans are united in a 
push for permanent reauthorization 
and full funding of the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund because it provides 
an economic benefit to our region and 
across the country. The LWCF gives a 
boost to the $646 billion recreation 
economy and serves to protect our na-
tional parks and other public lands 
from being destroyed. 

Indeed, in one such study, the Out-
door Industry Association has found 
that outdoor active recreation gen-
erates $21.5 billion annually in con-
sumer spending in Pennsylvania alone. 
Outdoor recreation supports over 
219,000 jobs across the State and gen-
erates $7.2 billion in wages and sala-
ries. It also produces $1.6 billion annu-
ally in State and local tax revenue. 

Outdoor recreation benefits the 
Pennsylvania economy. The U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau reports that each year over 
5.4 million people participated in hunt-
ing, fishing, and wildlife watching in 
Pennsylvania, contributing $5.4 billion 
to the State economy. 

Additionally, the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund State Assistance 
Program provides matching grants to 
help States and local communities pro-
tect parks and recreation resources. 
Nationwide, the LWCF has benefited 
countless counties in America, sup-
porting over 41,000 projects. 

The State assistance 50–50 matching 
program acts as the primary invest-
ment tool to ensure that all can enjoy 
hiking, biking, running trails, commu-
nity parks, and playgrounds. Approxi-
mately $4 billion in LWCF grants have 
been awarded to States, including $4.27 
million for 34 total projects in Berks 
County, $4.78 million for 30 total 
projects in Chester County, $2.8 million 
for 49 total projects in Montgomery 
County, and over $800,000 for 11 projects 
in Lebanon County. These are all coun-
ties in my congressional district. 

Our public lands and outdoor recre-
ation areas are an integral part of our 
heritage, civic identity, and local com-
munity. I believe the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund is one of our most 
important conservation programs and 
an excellent example of a bipartisan 
commitment to the safeguard of our 
natural resources and cultural herit-
age, and we must reauthorize it. 

As an original cosponsor of H.R. 1814 
to permanently reauthorize the LWCF, 
I look forward to working with my col-
leagues to preserve our public lands so 
that current and future generations 
may continue to enjoy and appreciate 
them year-round. 

I respectfully call upon my col-
leagues, Mr. Speaker, to work for a bi-
partisan solution to reauthorize this 
very important program. 

f 

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ) for 5 
minutes. 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, in recognition of 
Hispanic Heritage Month, I would like 
to recognize the great achievement of 
Latinos within their communities. 

America has been home to countless 
numbers of outstanding Latinos over 
time who reflect the best of our com-
munity: activists like Cesar Chavez 
and Joan Baez; artists like Selena and 
Carlos Santana; the brave women and 
men who have served in our armed 
services; and, of course, today’s ambi-
tious young DREAMers. 

Latinos, like all Americans, are com-
mitted to building a better and strong-
er future for our country and within 
our communities. We strive to instill a 
culture of hard work, of healthy living, 
and of academic success. 

Latino families recognize the impor-
tance of attaining an education in to-
day’s society. In the past decade, 
Latinos have worked to cut their drop-
out rate in half, while tripling enroll-
ment in 2- and 4-year colleges. 

The top degrees that we earn speak 
to our involvement in community: our 
liberal arts degrees, to help the less 
fortunate; to heal the sick with our 
healthcare degrees; to create employ-
ment with our business diplomas. 

In regards to health care, with the 
landmark Affordable Care Act, a record 
2.6 million new Latinos are signed up 
for health care, and they are on track 
to leading healthier lives. 

But, Mr. Speaker, even with these 
great advances in our communities, 
there is still so much work to be done. 
Although our dropout rate is lower, we 
still have the highest dropout rate 
among all ethnic groups. Latinos have 
increased their scores in math and 
science, but we are still below the na-
tional average. And while our commu-
nities have made massive strides in 
putting our children in college, still 
only 15 percent of college degrees are 
in the hands of Latinos, again, the 

smallest percentage of any ethnic 
group. 

And even while 21⁄2 million new 
Latinos signed up for health care, 25 
percent of Latinos have no healthcare 
plan, and we battle high obesity and di-
abetes. 

So I have seen these issues firsthand 
in my district and in California and, as 
a whole, have seen and have worked to 
improve our condition. 

This Congress, I introduced the All- 
Year ACCESS Act, which would restore 
Pell grants for both full-time and part- 
time students, giving access to postsec-
ondary education all year-round. Back 
in my home district, I relaunched En-
roll OC, adding an additional 2,000 peo-
ple this year, Latinos in my district, to 
health care. 

So while we make these incredible 
strides in wellness and education, the 
Latino community still has so many 
issues to address. I will tell you this: 
the problems are not just Latino prob-
lems; they are problems for the United 
States because, you see, America is a 
family. It is a familia, and we have to 
address these issues together because, 
for the first time in my beautiful home 
State of California, the largest major-
ity ethic group is now Latino. 

And you know what? This should not 
frighten people, Mr. Speaker. I think it 
is actually pretty exciting because the 
Latino community is so embedded in 
the success of the American Dream, 
and the American Dream is so embed-
ded in us. We are not aliens, Mr. Speak-
er. We are doctors, lawyers, commu-
nity leaders, social workers, laborers, 
and DREAMers. But more importantly, 
we are sons, daughters, parents, sib-
lings, and we are neighbors. 

It is time for the United States as a 
whole to embrace the power and the 
potential of the Latino community and 
to realize that we share the common 
goal of furthering the greatness of this 
Nation. I believe as soon as we realize 
Latinos yearn to share the same Amer-
ican values and aspirations as so many 
descendants of other immigrant 
groups—of Italian Americans and Irish 
Americans and German Americans and 
Asian Americans and all Americans— 
certainly America will thrive. 

Latinos are finding their voice, and 
America needs to listen. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 24 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsyl-
vania) at 2 p.m. 
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PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Holy and compassionate God, we give 
You thanks for giving us another day. 

As they return from their con-
stituent visits, bless the Members of 
the people’s House. Amid so many po-
litical pushes and pulls, give them per-
severance and wisdom to address those 
most pressing needs for the benefit of 
our Nation. 

In the aftermath of severe storms, 
bless those recovering from floods and 
storms this past week, and bless those 
emergency workers who have placed 
themselves in danger’s path in service 
to their brothers and sisters in need. 

May we all be inspired by their he-
roic example and moved to step for-
ward in those times when we might be 
called upon as well. 

May all that is done today be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. KILDEE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Brian 
Pate, one of his secretaries. 

f 

ADMINISTRATION’S ROLE IN 
RUSSIAN RISE 

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
note with great concern the divisive in-
volvement of Russian forces in Syria. 
Due to the failure of this administra-
tion to articulate a strategy, Russia 
has now stepped in to conduct its own 
strategy, including airstrikes. 

United States adversaries have 
picked up on the administration’s lack 
of a well-articulated strategy in Syria. 
Sources say that Russian forces are 
launching deliberate airstrikes on Syr-
ian groups backed by the CIA. While 
conducting these contentious attacks, 
Russia has violated Turkish airspace. 

NATO has warned President Putin to 
halt the airstrikes, but where is Presi-
dent Obama with his warnings? If 
sources are accurate, the administra-
tion has abandoned CIA-backed fight-
ers. President Obama is fearful of tak-
ing the necessary steps. But given his 
failings in the region, is anyone sur-
prised by Russia’s actions? 

This unrest contributes to the grow-
ing refugee crisis, putting a strain on 
our own country and others to manage 
the influx of refugees fleeing the tur-
moil that this administration has 
helped to create. 

As warned in Proverbs 28:19, ‘‘Where 
there is no vision, the people perish.’’ 

f 

REPUBLICANS’ CALENDAR OF 
CHAOS 

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, well, last 
week 151 Republicans, a majority of the 
Republicans in Congress, voted to shut 
down the Federal Government. This 
week, another entry into this calendar 
of chaos and dysfunction. We are com-
ing up on several crucial deadlines, and 
so far the Republican leadership in 
Congress has presented no clear plan, 
no path forward. 

As we approach another debt limit, 
there are questions as to whether the 
United States Government will default 
on its obligations. There is another 
highway funding expiration, another 
government funding deadline of De-
cember 11, and lack of the reauthoriza-
tion of the Export-Import Bank, which 
is costing the United States jobs— 
thousands of jobs. 

The American people are frustrated, 
and rightfully so. 

We may not agree on this floor, we 
may not agree with the majority, but 
there is no excuse for not getting your 
job done. That is what I hear from the 
people back home, from the American 
people, a simple question: Why can’t 
Congress just do its work, just do its 
job? 

We stand ready to work with Repub-
licans. We need a willing partner. 
There is a lot of work to do for the 
American people. Let’s get down to 
business. 

f 

SYRIAN REFUGEES AND THE OF-
FICE OF REFUGEE RESETTLE-
MENT 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, re-
cently Secretary Kerry pledged that 
the United States would accept 185,000 
refugees from the war-torn Syrian 
area. This would be over 2 years. 

America has been a generous, wel-
coming country; but I have to tell you, 
while we have compassion for these ref-
ugees, Secretary Kerry’s pledge leaves 
us with some grave concerns. 

The first is security. How can we 
verify these refugees do not present a 
threat to our national security? Syria 
has proven to be a fertile recruiting 
ground for Islamic extremists and ter-
rorists. 

Second, the Office of Refugee Reset-
tlement has not been transparent and 
accountable enough to handle the 
transfers. Over the past year, I have 
been investigating ORR and found that 
they have not been filing annual re-
ports on their activities as required by 
law. In addition, there is evidence of 
widespread abuse of refugees, including 
children, who are improperly handled 
by the ORR. In many instances, a fail-
ure to refer the abuse to the FBI has 
allowed child abusers to walk free. 

The curtain must be pulled back 
completely on the ORR’s operations be-
fore we can trust it with a responsi-
bility as serious as settling Syrian ref-
ugees in the U.S. We must find the deli-
cate balance and protect our safety and 
security. 

f 

SUPPLEMENTARY AGREEMENT 
AMENDING THE AGREEMENT ON 
SOCIAL SECURITY BETWEEN THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
AND THE CZECH REPUBLIC— 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC. 
NO. 114–64) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Ways and Means 
and ordered to be printed: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the 

Social Security Act, as amended by the 
Social Security Amendments of 1977 
(Public Law 95–216, 42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1)), 
I transmit herewith the Supplementary 
Agreement Amending the Agreement 
on Social Security between the United 
States of America and the Czech Re-
public (the ‘‘Supplementary Agree-
ment’’). The Supplementary Agree-
ment, signed at Prague on September 
23, 2013, is intended to modify a certain 
provision of the Agreement on Social 
Security between the United States of 
America and the Czech Republic, with 
Administrative Arrangement, signed at 
Prague on September 7, 2007, and en-
tered into force January 1, 2009 (the 
‘‘U.S.-Czech Social Security Agree-
ment’’). 

The U.S.-Czech Social Security 
Agreement as amended by the Supple-
mentary Agreement is similar in objec-
tive to the social security agreements 
already in force with most European 
Union countries, Australia, Canada, 
Chile, Japan, Norway, and the Republic 
of Korea. Such bilateral agreements 
provide for limited coordination be-
tween the United States and foreign so-
cial security systems to eliminate dual 
social security coverage and taxation, 
and to help prevent the lost benefit 
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